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Dr. Jay Casey 
HIST 1493-002 and HIST 1493-050 Fall 2020  

Paper 1 Assignment  

Overview: The papers in this course are exercises in research and writing. They are designed to 
enhance both analytical and communication skills and to provide a deeper understanding of 
history. Remember, your papers in HIST 1493-002 and HIST 1493-050 are a process in which 
you are learning part of the craft of an historian.  

Assignment: Using at least 6 of the primary sources from the list below, answer the following 
question(s): How do these documents and images, and their authors, reflect the broad currents of 
pro-Imperialist and anti-Imperialist sentiment in the United States? What arguments are pro-and- 
anti advocates using to justify their causes? How are the people who are the targets of United 
States expansion into the wider world reacting to these events?  

1. Save the Republic. Anti-imperialist leaflet no. 11 [-21] [Washington, 1898-99], Library 
of Congress  

2. Emilio Aguinaldo on American Imperialism in the Philippines (1899)  
3. Josiah Strong, Our Country (1885): It’s Possible Future and It’s Present Crisis (New 

York, 1885)  
4. Alfred T. Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power on History (1890)  
5. Paper 1 Visual Primary Resources, Anti-Imperialist images  
6. Mark Twain, The New York Herald, October 15, 1900  
7. President William McKinley, Decision on the Philippines, 1900.  
8. Transcript of Joint Resolution to Provide for Annexing the Hawaiian Islands to the 

United States (1898) and Letter of Protest from Queen Liliuokalani to the House of 
Representatives.  

Writing the Essay: http://explorehistory.ou.edu features tutorials to help you with the following 
essential elements of a strong paper:  

• Crafting a Thesis: A strong thesis goes beyond simply reporting what you found; it uses 
the evidence to broaden, qualify, or even contradict our understanding of an important 
theme in U.S. history. Your thesis may emerge gradually as you wrestle with your 
documents in early drafts. In your finished paper, however, feature your thesis in the 
introduction. 	

• Working the Evidence: Most of a history essay should consist of “evidence 
paragraphs,” which develop and support the thesis with primary source analysis and 
quotations. Quote when you’ve made an assertion your reader is unlikely to accept 
without proof. After you quote, always explain, try to tease unforeseen implications out 
of the evidence; try to fend off a naysayer’s objection to your reading of the quotation. 	

• Structuring the Essay: As your paragraphs begin to emerge from this process of 
working the evidence, unify each one with a topic sentence, and arrange them in a 
sequence that builds toward your strongest claims. Your finished essay should thus 
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feature a clearly sign-posted order as it advances from the introduction through your body 
paragraphs and, finally, to your conclusion. 	

• Your essays should also be clearly written and free from spelling and grammatical 
mistakes. You are required to run spell check and to read through your own work before 
submission. 	

	

Other Directions and Information: 	

n This paper is worth up to 150 points (out of 1000 for the class grade; see rubric at the end of 
this document) 
n It should be from 900-1250 words (3-4 pages in 12-point font) 
n Your essay must have a title that reflects your core theme or argument. 
n Your paper should include at least 6 of the 8 provided sources for your paper.  

n Remember that even 1 image from the list is also included as a primary source  

n Proofread your paper carefully to avoid spelling and grammatical errors.  

n You must include footnotes and a bibliography in Chicago Manual of Style. Here is the link 
to the Chicago Manual of Style guide (located at the explorehistory.ou.edu website):  

http://explorehistory.ou.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/CitationGuide2014.pdf  
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