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History of the United States, 1865-present 

HIST 1493-030 

 

Professor Kathryn Schumaker      

schumaker@ou.edu        

Office Hours: Thursdays, 5-7 p.m. Central Time via Zoom, and by email appointment 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 

This course is a blended online and in-person course that provides an introduction to American 

history from 1865 to the present. Lectures and textbook readings will provide content, while 

students will explore narrower themes and ideas through primary and secondary sources in 

discussion sections. The course broadly focuses on the history of ideas of freedom and equality 

since the Civil War, examining how these concepts have changed over time in response to 

historical developments in the United States and abroad. This course also serves as an 

introduction into the process of doing history: students will write two research papers in which 

they will explore sets of primary source documents that closely examine particular themes and 

ideas in modern American history. 

 

COVID-19 POLICY: 

 

Your health and safety are more important than your grade for this—or any—course. 

Please take reasonable precautions to protect yourself and others, including wearing a mask and 

practicing social distancing during discussion section. Please follow all University guidelines 

regarding COVID-19. 

 

Students who are unable to participate in class owing to 1) self-quarantine due to exposure to 

COVID, 2) a positive test result, or 3) caregiving duties related to COVID should contact their 

TA and Dr. Schumaker as soon as possible so that accommodations can be made. We will work 

with you to the best of our ability. Please notify the instructor or your TA if you have any other 

questions or concerns. 

 

GRADING POLICY:      Final Grade Scale: 

Paper 1   100    A: 900-1000 points 

Paper 2   200    B: 800-899 points 

Homework for Paper 2   50    C: 700-799 points 

Midterm 1   120    D: 600-699 points 

Midterm 2   120    F: 599 or fewer points 

Final Exam   120     

Quizzes   140 

Participation                 150 

Total Points Possible:         1000 

 

LECTURES: 

All lectures for this course will be posted on Canvas and linked on the weekly module’s main 

page. There are typically two short lectures per week. 

mailto:schumaker@ou.edu
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DISCUSSION SECTION: 

This course will have in-person discussion sections (unless the university pivots to all-online 

learning at some point during the semester). Attendance at discussion is required and is part of 

your participation grade. Students who are unable to attend discussion due to illness, a 

university-sponsored event, or who otherwise have a very good excuse can make up attendance 

by writing a short response paper to the week’s assigned discussion readings.  

 

BOOKS: 

This course uses a free online textbook, The American Yawp, which students can access at 

http://www.americanyawp.com/index.html  All other readings for the course will be posted on 

Canvas. 

 

QUIZZES: 

Each week students will take a short online quiz on the week’s readings and lectures. The 

quizzes are each worth ten points and are open-book and open-note. Quizzes use a range of 

question types: multiple choice, true/false, matching, and short answer. Students will drop the 

two lowest quiz grades at the end of the semester.  

 

PAPERS: 

Paper 1 

The first paper is an analysis of primary source documents that is worth 100 points. The paper 

should be approximately 1000 words (3-4 pages). Students will write their paper using the 

provided collection of primary source documents on Reconstruction assigned for the second 

week of class. More detailed instructions on the paper are available on the course website: 

http://explorehistory.ou.edu/history-1493/  

 

Paper 2 

The second paper is roughly double the length of the first. It should be approximately 2000 

words and is worth 200 points. For the second research paper, students must independently select 

a collection of primary sources. See Canvas for detailed instructions. 

 

Late Paper Policy: 

Extensions are only granted to students who have a serious illness or family emergency. Please 

contact both Dr. Schumaker and your discussion leader if you need an extension. 

 

HONOR CODE: 

Violations of the University of Oklahoma’s honor code are treated very seriously. Students are 

expected to have read and be familiar with the University’s Guide to Academic Integrity. 

Plagiarism and cheating in all forms are unacceptable under any circumstances and will result in 

a failing grade and referral to the Office of Academic Integrity. Go to http://integrity.ou.edu to 

learn about your rights and responsibilities with regard to academic integrity. 

 

ACCOMMODATIONS: 

Students with disabilities that may affect his or her ability to complete the work required for this 

course should contact the instructor as soon as possible to discuss accommodations that will 

http://www.americanyawp.com/index.html
http://explorehistory.ou.edu/history-1493/
http://integrity.ou.edu/
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ensure the student’s full participation and facilitate the student’s educational opportunities. 

University guidelines offer accommodations in the case of pregnancy and childbirth. Please 

contact both the professor and your discussion leader if you would like to discuss 

accommodations. 

 

RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE: 

It is the policy of the University to excuse student absences that result from religious 

observances and to provide without penalty opportunities the rescheduling of exams and 

additional required coursework that may fall on religious holidays. 

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES ON BEHAVIOR: 

Students should familiarize themselves with the University’s codes, policies, and procedures on 

behavior involving academic misconduct; grievances; sexual, racial, and ethnic harassment; and 

discrimination based on disability. 

 

EMAIL POLICY:  

Emails received between Monday at 9 a.m. and Friday at 5 p.m. will be returned within 24 hours. 

Please allow up to 48 hours for a response to emails sent over the weekend. 
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Schedule of Readings and Assignments: 

 

Readings must be completed before each week’s discussion section. The reading schedule may 

be subject to change by the instructor. 

 

WEEK 1: New Beginnings 

 

Lectures:  

1. Introduction to US History 

2. Remaking a Nation 

 

Textbook reading: 

American Yawp, chapter 15, parts I-III 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/15-reconstruction/  

 

Documents for discussion section: 

• Julia Ward Howe, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” 

• Katharine Lee Bates, “America” 

• James Weldon Johnson, “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 

• Irving Berlin, “God Bless America” 

• Woody Guthrie, “This Land Is Your Land”  

 

Assignment due:  

• Review syllabus and take syllabus quiz 

 

WEEK 2: Reconstructing the United States 

 

Lectures: 

1. Reconstruction 

2. The Rise of Jim Crow 

 

Textbook reading: 

American Yawp, chapter 15, parts IV-VIII 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/15-reconstruction/ 

 

Documents for discussion section:  

• Mississippi Black Codes 

• Frederick Douglass, “What the Black Man Wants” 

• Congressional Testimony on the Ku Klux Klan 

• Jourdon Anderson, letter to his former master 

 

Assignment due:  

• Take quiz on this week’s lectures and readings 

 

Week 3: The West 

 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/15-reconstruction/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/15-reconstruction/
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Lectures: 

1. Industrial Revolutions 

2. Indian Wars in the West 

 

Readings: 

American Yawp, chapter 17 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/17-conquering-the-west/  

 

Discussion section readings:  

• The Homestead Act (1862) 

• Treaty with the Cheyenne and Arapaho (1865) 

• Brenda Child, “Runaway Boys, Resistant Girls” 

 

Assignment due:  

• ACE cards due before section 

• Take weekly quiz on readings and lectures 

 

Week 4:  

 

Lectures: 

1. The Gilded Age 

2. Populism 

 

Readings:  

American Yawp, chapter 16 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/16-capital-and-labor/   

 

 Discussion readings: 

• Samuel Gompers, “What Does the Working Man Want?” 

• Andrew Carnegie, “Wealth” 

 • Lucy Parsons, “I am an Anarchist” 

 

Assignment due:  

• Paper 1 due at 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, September 20 

• Take quiz on this week’s readings and lectures 

 

Week 5: 

 

Lectures: 

1. Progressivism 

2. Segregation and the Lynching Era 

 

Textbook reading:  

American Yawp, chapter 18, parts III-IV and chapter 20, parts II-VI 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/20-the-progressive-era/  

 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/17-conquering-the-west/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/16-capital-and-labor/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/20-the-progressive-era/
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Discussion Section: 

• Jane Addams, “The Subjective Necessity of Social Settlements” 

• Read short essay and view images from How the Other Half Lives 

 

Assignment due:  

• Take Midterm 1 by 11:59 p.m. on Monday, September 28 

• Take quiz on this week’s lectures and readings 

 

Week 6: America and the World 

 

Lectures 

1. American Imperialism 

2. World War I 

 

Textbook reading:  

American Yawp, chapter 19, parts II-IV; and chapter 21, parts I-VIII 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/19-american-empire/  

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/21-world-war-i/ 

 

 Reading for discussion: 

• Christopher Capozzola, “The Only Badge Needed Is Your Patriotic Fervor,” Journal of 

American History 

 

Assignment due: 

• Take quiz on this week’s readings and lectures 

 

Week 7: 

 

Lecture: 

1. The 1920s 

 

Textbook reading:  

American Yawp, chapter 21, parts VII-IX and chapter 22, parts II-VI and IX 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/22-the-twenties/  

 

Discussion Section:  

• Hiram W. Evans, “The Klan’s Fight for Americanism” 

• Buck v. Bell (1927) 

• Mae Ngai, “Nationalism, Immigration Control, and the Ethnoracial Remapping of 

America in the 1920s,” OAH Magazine of History 

 

Assignment due:  

• Take quiz on this week’s lecture and discussion 

 

Week 8:  

 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/19-american-empire/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/21-world-war-i/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/22-the-twenties/
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Lecture:  

1. The Great Depression 

2. The New Deal 

 

Textbook reading:  

American Yawp, chapter 23 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/23-the-great-depression/  

   

Discussion Section:  

• Timothy Egan, The Worst Hard Time, chapters 16-18 

 

Assignment due:  

• Take quiz on this week’s lectures and readings 

 

Week 9:  

 

Lecture:  

1. Europe Goes to War 

2. The Homefront 

 

Textbook reading:  

American Yawp, chapter 24, part I-X 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/24-world-war-ii/  

  

Discussion Section:  

• FDR’s “Four Freedoms” 

• Dr. Seuss political cartoons 

• Letter from Lawrence Kagawa to Samuel King 

 

Assignment due:  

• Take quiz on this week’s lectures and readings 

 

Week 10:  

 

Lectures: 

1. The Cold War Begins 

2. The Red and Lavender Scares 

 

Textbook reading: American Yawp, chapter 25 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/25-the-cold-war/  

   

Discussion section reading:  

• Mary Dudziak, “Brown as a Cold War Case,” Journal of American History 

 

Assignment due:  

• Evidence logs due in section 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/23-the-great-depression/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/24-world-war-ii/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/25-the-cold-war/
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• Take quiz on this week’s readings and lectures 

 

Week 11:  

 

Lecture:  

1. The American Dream 

 

Textbook reading:  

American Yawp, chapter 25, parts IV-VI 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/25-the-cold-war/ 

   

Discussion Section:  

• View parts of the film “The Fog of War” on Canvas 

 

Assignment due:  

• Take quiz on this week’s readings and lectures 

• Take Midterm 2 by 11:59 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 9 

 

Week 12:  

 

Lectures: 

1. The Black Freedom Struggle 

2. The Great Society 

 

Textbook reading:  

American Yawp, chapter 26, parts I-IV and chapter 27, parts III-V 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/26-the-affluent-society/   

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/27-the-sixties/  

 

Discussion Section:  

 

• Port Huron Statement 

• Ella Baker, “Bigger than a Hamburger” 

• Malcolm X, “The Ballot or the Bullet” 

 

Assignment due:  

• ACE cards due in section 

• Take quiz on this week’s lecture and discussion 

 

Week 13: 

 

Lectures:  

1. Vietnam 

2. Youth in Revolt  

 

Textbook reading:  

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/25-the-cold-war/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/26-the-affluent-society/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/27-the-sixties/
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American Yawp, chapter 27, parts V-VIII and chapter 28, part II 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/27-the-sixties/  

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/28-the-unraveling/  

  

Discussion Section:  

• Paper 2 workshop (no readings this week) 

 

Assignment due:  

• Introductory paragraph due in section 

• Take quiz on this week’s readings and lectures 

 

 

Week 14:  

 

Lectures:  

1. Nixon  

2. Industrial Decline 

 

Textbook reading:  

American Yawp, chapter 28, part III-IX 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/28-the-unraveling/  

 

Assignments due: 

• Take quiz on this week’s readings and lectures 

 

No discussion section this week: Thanksgiving holiday 

 

Week 15: Conservative Politics in the 1980s 

 

Lecture: 

1. The Reagan Revolution 

2. The War on Drugs 

 

Textbook reading:  

American Yawp, chapter 29, parts I-XI 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/29-the-triumph-of-the-right/  

 

Discussion Section:  

• Heather Ann Thompson, “Why Mass Incarceration Matters,” Journal of American 

History 

 

Assignments due:  

• Paper 2 due in Canvas dropbox Monday, November 30 at 11:59 p.m. 

• Take quiz on this week’s readings and lectures 

 

 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/27-the-sixties/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/28-the-unraveling/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/28-the-unraveling/
http://www.americanyawp.com/text/29-the-triumph-of-the-right/
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Week 16: Crisis and Confidence at the Century’s End 

 

Lectures:  

1. The War on Terror 

2. America in the New Millennium  

 

Textbook reading:  

American Yawp, chapter 30, parts I-IX 

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/30-the-recent-past/  

 

Discussion Section:   

• Listen to episode 355, “The Giant Pool of Money” of This American Life podcast [listen 

online at http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/355/the-giant-pool-of-

money]  

 

Assignments due:  

• Take quiz on this week’s lectures and readings 

 

Final Exam: Take final exam by 11:59 p.m. on Thursday, December 17 

 

  

http://www.americanyawp.com/text/30-the-recent-past/
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/355/the-giant-pool-of-money
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/355/the-giant-pool-of-money
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1. What is the point of a syllabus? 

 

Think of the syllabus as your guide to the course. All of the assigned readings can be found 

here, as well as general guidelines to the assignments, including the papers. You will find due 

dates for assignments and the days and times of midterm and final exams on the syllabus. 

The syllabus is designed to answer most of the questions you will encounter during the 

course of the class, so it’s important to keep a copy handy and check it at least once per 

week.  

 

2. What are “office hours”? 

 

Office hours are an opportunity for you to approach the professor and/or your TA to talk 

more about topics and ideas that come up in class that interest you. They are an opportunity 

get to know your instructors better and ask questions about the course (though be sure to 

check the syllabus first to see if your question is answered here).  

 

Office hours are an especially good time to ask questions about the readings or lectures. If 

you don’t understand a reading or you’re confused about the material (Why is it called “the 

New Deal” when there are really two New Deals?), office hours present an opportunity to get 

answers to such questions in an informal, low-pressure environment. If you are feeling 

overwhelmed or are having difficulty in the course, office hours are also a good time to 

discuss strategies for success. 

 

3. How can I get an A in this class? 

 

You will excel on the quizzes by carefully completing the assigned readings. Attendance at 

lecture and discussion is the key to success on the exams. The terms and essay questions that 

will appear on the exams are drawn directly from lecture. For the papers, be sure to carefully 

read the prompts and begin writing your paper early so that you have time to solicit feedback 

and ask questions early in the process. If you bring your paper to Dr. Schumaker’s office 

hours, she will offer constructive comments and advice on your writing. Take advantage of 

office hours and Write Nights to work on writing thoughtful papers with clear thesis 

sentences that reflect an understanding of the material. 

 

4. Will there be extra credit opportunities? 

 

Yes! There will be opportunities to attend lectures and events outside of class for extra credit. 

Dr. Schumaker also offers alternative extra credit assignments to students who are unable to 

attend such events due to work or family responsibilities. If you would like to pursue 

alternate extra credit opportunities, please contact Dr. Schumaker. 

 

5. Where do I turn in my extra credit assignments? 
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You should follow the extra credit guidelines posted on the main Canvas page and submit 

your response paper to the appropriate Canvas assignment dropbox by Saturday, May 4, 

2019. 
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