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“The past is never dead.  It’s not even past.”   William Faulkner 

 

“First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out— 

Because I was not a Socialist. 

Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out— 

Because I was not a Trade Unionist. 

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out— 

Because I was not a Jew. 

Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.   Martin Niemöller 

 

“Post-truth is pre-fascism…To abandon facts is to abandon freedom.  If nothing is true, then no 

one can criticize power, because there is no basis upon which to do so.  If nothing is true, then all 

is spectacle.  The biggest wallet pays for the most blinding lights.”   Timothy Snyder 

 

Course Description:  this course provides an overview of post-Civil War American History by 

focusing on general themes and patterns from Reconstruction to the present.  We will work hard 

to strike a balance between understanding the large contours of American history and 

understanding the significance of important dates, people, and facts.   We will pay particular 

attention to the history of freedom, a word with multiple, contested meanings, by focusing on the 

expansion and contraction of freedom, what it has meant to different groups of people, and how 

it has shaped almost every dimension of American life.  This course also focuses on helping you 

become better researchers and writers.  OU is a research university, and I firmly believe that 

everyone here—from first year students to the most senior scholars—should be engaged in 

research.  To that end, this course focuses on helping you develop the skills required to write a 

sophisticated research paper, skills that will serve you well in all your future courses at OU.  In 

so doing, you will discover something fundamental about one of the world’s oldest bodies of 

knowledge.  In researching and writing your paper, you will learn a good deal about the 

epistemology of history.   

 Your weekly discussion section will be dedicated to helping you understand the content 

of the course, but it will also help you learn how to use a variety of primary and secondary 

sources and how to shape these sources into a compelling historical argument.  Just as it is 

impossible to learn how to ride a bike without getting on one, it is impossible to understand the 

nature of history without actually doing history.  We will provide you with a variety of resources 

to improve your writing and research skills, including a variety of tutorial that will be available 

on-line and in print.  All tutorials and a great number of reading assignments and other pertinent 

information can be found on the History Department’s U.S. Survey website,  

http://explorehistory.ou.edu   

 

Graduate Assistants/ Teaching Assistants:  James Gregory, Marcus Macktima, Misty 

Penuelas, Thayme Watson, Natalie Wilkinson 

 

Format: because of the COVID pandemic (and my age), I will not be lecturing in person; 

instead, I will be posting the lectures online as narrated PowerPoint presentations.  “Best 

practices” suggest I keep each presentation quite short, but rather than breaking my lectures into 

http://explorehistory.ou.edu/


 
 2 

four or five separate lectures, I’ll simply try to give you logical stopping points where you can 

take a break.  You will attend your discussion section either Wednesday, Thursday or Friday.   

 

Course Website: the website for this course is on Canvas (canvas.ou.edu).  We will also make 

use of postings at http://explorehistory.ou.edu.  You should spend time familiarizing yourself 

with these sites, and you should routinely check both for pertinent information.   I will post the 

narrated PowerPoint presentations as we progress through the course.  I will post the relevant 

PowerPoint presentations prior to the first scheduled discussion section for a given week.  I urge 

you to go over these presentations carefully.  Listen to what I say, take careful notes, relisten to 

slides you do not understand, and ask your Teaching Assistants or me about anything you do no 

understand.  Look, too, at the images, the charts, the graphs, the maps, the videos, and the 

quotations. On Canvas, you will also find the syllabus, the study guides for the midterms and 

final, reading guides for the required articles, and important announcements.  You will also find 

lists of identification terms that you should know for each exam, information on how to write an 

essay exam, a lengthy description of plagiarism and how to avoid it, and information regarding 

your paper assignments.  Throughout the semester, material will be added to the Canvas website, 

so check it regularly. 

 

Reading Requirements:  I have not assigned you a $150-$200 textbook.  You’re welcome.  Nor 

have I assigned you a required textbook of any kind.  Again, you’re welcome.  If you desire to 

have some general background about a given era of American history, I am recommending that 

you make use of an open-source text called The American Yawp.   (A yawp is an old term 

meaning a “raucous noise.”)  Instead of using a textbook, I have assigned a number of scholarly 

articles, a few book chapters, and several recent articles from the New York Times, all available 

as PDFs on Canvas.  These articles will enrich your general understanding of history.  A 

reading/discussion guide will accompany each of these readings.  As you read the assigned essay 

or book chapter for that week, answer the questions on the guide.   These questions will form the 

basis of your class discussions, and your Teaching Assistant will collect your responses on a 

regular basis.  When you finish the article or chapter, you should be able to explicate its main 

argument—its thesis.   In other words, one of your key tasks in reading these essays is to find the 

central point the author is trying to make.  I can also guarantee that you will make use of these 

articles in your exams and quizzes.  (Note: over the course of the semester, the assigned articles 

may go through slight modification. I will not make any changes without giving you plenty of 

advance notice.)  I should add that there is no particular advantage in reading the assigned 

articles a week or two in advance.  I will also include two PDFs of primary documents.  These 

documents will be assigned on a week-by-week basis. 

 

The non-required textbook is The American Yawp.  Read it for background information.  

You can find it by typing its title into any search engine you use. 

 

The American Yawp: A Free and Online, Collaboratively Built American History Textbook 

 

The required articles/book chapters are as follows: all are available on the Canvas website 

as PDFs.  Click Modules > Article/Book Chapter PDFs 

 

Douglas Carl Abrams, “Irony of Reform: North Carolina Blacks and the New Deal,” The North 

Carolina Historical Review, 66, no. 2 (April 1989), pp. 149-78. 

 

http://explorehistory.ou.edu/
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“Addressing the Statue,” American Museum of Natural History,”  

https://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/addressing-the-theodore-roosevelt-statue .  This exhibition 

includes a 16 minute video I want you to watch and two links I want you to explore.  One of the 

links is titled “What Did the Artists or Planners Intend?”  The other is titled “How Is the Statue 

Understood Today?” 

 

Mark Ellis, “J. Edgar Hoover and the `Red Summer’ of 1919,” Journal of American Studies, 28, 

no. 1 (April 1994), pp. 39-59. 

 

John Hope Franklin, Scott Ellsworth, “History Knows No Fences,” a document submitted to the 

Oklahoma Commission to Study the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921 (February, 2000), pp. 21-35 

 

Eric Foner, “Confederate Statues and `Our History,’” New York Times, August 21, 2017. 

 

Gary Gerstle, “Theodore Roosevelt and the Divided Character of American Nationalism,” The 

Journal of American History, 86 (December, 1999):  1280-1307.   

 

Robert L. Griswold, “The `Flabby American, the Body, and the Cold War,” in Laura McCall, 

Donald Yacovone, eds., A Shared Experience: Men, Women, and the History of Gender.    

 

David Grua, “`In Memory of the Chief Big Foot Massacre’: The Wounded Knee Survivors and 

the Politics of Memory,” Western Historical Quarterly, 46 (Spring 2015): 31-51.   

 

James A Hijiya, “The Conservative 1960s,” Journal of American Studies, 37 (August 2003): 

201-27.   

 

David Kennedy, “What the New Deal Did,” in Kennedy, Freedom from Fear 
 

David W. Levy, “Twenty-One Months of Hell and the Supreme Court to the Rescue in McLaurin 

v. Oklahoma State Regents,” Journal of Supreme Court History, 45, no. 1 (March 2020), pp. 28-

43 

Stephen Meyer, “Adapting the Immigrant to the Line: Americanization in the Ford Factory, 

1914-1921,” Journal of Social History, 14 (Autumn 1980): 67-82.  

August H. Nimtz, “Violence and/or Nonviolence in the Success of the Civil Rights Movement: 

The Malcolm X-Martin Luther King, Jr. Nexus,” New Political Science, 38, no. 1 (2016), pp. 1-

22. 

Alan T. Nolan, “The Anatomy of a Myth,” in Gary W. Gallagher and Alan T. Nolan, eds., The 

Myth of the Lost Cause and Civil War History 

 

Richard Overy, “A War of Engines: Technology and Military Power,” in Overy, Why the Allies 

Won 

 

Chester Pach, “And That’s the Way It Was: The Vietnam War on the Network Nightly News,” in 

David Farber, ed., The Sixties: From Memory to History.   

 

Carrie Pitzulo, “The Battle in Every Man’s Bed: `Playboy and the Fiery Feminists,” Journal of 

https://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/addressing-the-theodore-roosevelt-statue
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the History of Sexuality, 17 (May, 2008):  259-289.  

 

Robin Pogrebin, “Roosevelt Statue to Be Removed from Museum of Natural History,” New York 

Times, June 21, 2020 

 

Martin Sherwin, “The Atomic Bomb and the Origins of the Cold War: U.S. Atomic-Energy 

Policy and Diplomacy,” American Historical Review, 78 (October, 1973): 945-68.   

 

Brent Staples, “The Burning of Black Wall Street, Revisited,” New York Times, June 19, 2020.  I 

want to alert you to the fact that Staples twice quotes documents from 1921 that include the “n” 

word. 

 

Carol M. Taylor, “W.E.B. BuBois’s Challenge to Scientific Racism,” Journal of Black Studies, 

11, no. 4 (June, 1981):  449-60. 

 

Heather Ann Thompson, “Why Mass Incarceration Matters: Rethinking Crisis, Decline, and 

Transformation in Postwar American History,” Journal of American History (December 2010), 

pp. 703-34. 

Gilles Vandal, "`Bloody Caddo’: White Violence against Blacks in a Louisiana Parish, 1865-

1876,” Journal of Social History, Vol. 25, No. 2 (Winter, 1991), pp. 373-388.   

Caroline Randall Williams, “You Want a Confederate Monument? My Body Is a Confederate 

Monument,” New York Times, June 26, 2020. 

Examinations/Quizzes/Class Participation Grade: there are three major exams; each is worth 

100 points.  Each exam covers roughly 1/3 of the course, and the final is not cumulative.  The 

last exam is given during finals week.  The first will be given during the week of September 21-

25 and the second during the week of November 2-6.   The final exam will be given during the 

week of December 14-18—i.e. Finals Week. We will also give you a variety of quizzes in a 

variety of formats.  These quizzes will be created by and graded by your teaching assistants. The 

quizzes total 100 points. No make-up quizzes will be given nor will any quizzes be given early. 

You will also receive a discussion group participation grade.  This mark will be based on the 

quality and frequency of your classroom contributions during your discussion group.   It is 

important for you to realize that showing up for discussion section is a baseline expectation.  

Your participation grade is based on just that—participation.  Merely showing up earns you no 

particular credit; not showing up can result in draconian penalties. This component of the course 

is worth 100 points. 

  

Papers: one of the goals of this course is to teach you how to assess historical documents 

critically and to write a sophisticated research paper.  As noted above, we will provide you a 

wealth of information, including on-line tutorials, to help you become a proficient researcher and 

writer.  I cannot emphasize enough how useful you will find what you learn in this class for all 

your future paper assignments at OU.  Good writing is the most transferable of all the skills you 

will learn at OU.  No matter what field of study you pursue, no matter what career you choose to 

follow, the ability to write well will serve you extraordinarily well.  

 You will write two relatively short papers in this class.  The first is based on documents 

from an on-line collection, “Carlisle Indian School Digital Resource Center.”  The website can 

be found at:  carlisleindian.dickinson.edu   The paper, worth 100 points, will be roughly 1,000 

http://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/
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words in length and is due in discussion section on September 30, October 1 or October 2, 

depending on the day of your section.  Some discussion leaders may want both a hard copy and 

an electronic copy; some may want only an electronic copy.  You will also write a longer paper 

of roughly 2000 words using one of the “Research Kits” provided on our website, 

explorehistory.ou.edu.  (All papers will be examined by a plagiarism detection system.)  Details 

about submitting your final paper, due on December 2, 3, or 4, will be given later.  This paper is 

worth 200 points.    

 I encourage you to make use of the Writing Center in Wagner Hall.  As you begin 

drafting your research paper, you will want to seek feedback from many different readers.   The 

writing consultants at the Writing Center are able to talk with you about your writing at any stage 

in the process.  You can make an appointment (online or by phone), and you can drop in 

whenever the Center is open.  For more information, contact   www.ou.edu/writingcenter.  

 

Late penalties for first and final draft of paper:  I believe in treating students fairly; thus, 

grading policies must penalize those students who turn in late work.  My policy is simple.  All 

paper assignments are due at the beginning of your discussion section, not midway through the 

class or at its end.  If the paper is not turned in at the beginning of class, we will assess a one 

grade penalty.  If it is not turned in by 5:00 p.m. that afternoon, another one grade penalty will be 

assessed.  If it is not turned in by 5:00 p.m. the next day, off goes another grade.  And if it is not 

turned in by 5:00 p.m. the next afternoon, still another grade gets whacked.  In short, turn your 

papers in on time and you can avoid all of this whacking. 

 

Plagiarism:   it is imperative that you understand what plagiarism is and that you avoid it like 

the plague.  I have posted on the Canvas website a lengthy discussion of plagiarism in its various 

guises. In addition, the OU library includes information about plagiarism.  To access this tutorial 

through the Library, go to the Library’s homepage.  Click on “Services,” then click on “All 

Services” then click on “Tutorials” (under “Get Help”) then on “Evaluating Sources, Plagiarism, 

and Academic Misconduct.”  The ability to “cut and paste” from the Internet has led to a blizzard 

of plagiarism cases, and if you are guilty of such behavior, we will file academic misconduct 

charges against you.  Moreover, we will accept no excuses if you plagiarize; plagiarism is a 

crime against academic integrity, and it will be treated as such. 

 

Religious Observances: the official policy of the University on classroom work and religious 

holidays is as follows: “It is the policy of the University to excuse the absences of students that 

result from religious observances and to provide without penalty for the rescheduling of 

examinations and additional required work that may fall on religious holidays.”  If religious 

obligations conflict with the class, please let us know and we will make alternative arrangements. 

 

Reasonable Accommodation Policy: The University of Oklahoma is committed to providing 

reasonable accommodation for all students with disabilities. Students with disabilities who 

require accommodations in this course are requested to speak with Prof. Griswold as early in the 

semester as possible. Students with disabilities must be registered with the Office of Disability 

Services prior to receiving accommodations in this course. The Disability Resource Center is 

located in Goddard Health Center, Suite 166, phone 405/325-3852 or drc@ou.edu.  Do not ask 

for accommodation after the fact.  Before we can accommodate you, we must have proper forms 

available from the Disability Resource Center. 

 

Adjustments for Pregnancy/Childbirth Related Issues: 

mailto:drc@ou.edu
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Should you need modifications or adjustments to your course requirements because 

of documented pregnancy-related or childbirth-related issues, please contact me as soon as 

possible to discuss. Generally, modifications will be made where medically necessary and 

similar in scope to accommodations based on temporary disability. Please see 

www.ou.edu/content/eoo/pregnancyfaqs.html for commonly asked questions. 

 

Title IX Resources 

For any concerns regarding gender-based discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual 

misconduct, stalking, or intimate partner violence, the University offers a variety of resources, 

including advocates on-call 24.7, counseling services, mutual no contact orders, scheduling 

adjustments and disciplinary sanctions against the perpetrator. Please contact the Sexual 

Misconduct Office 405-325-2215 (8-5) or the Sexual Assault Response Team 405-615-0013 

(24.7) to learn more or to report an incident. 

 

Attendance Policy: It is in your best interest to attend every discussion section; moreover, 

because I believe we are a community of scholar/students working together, I believe it is 

imperative that students be held accountable for their attendance.  For the discussion 

component of the course, you will be allowed two unexcused absences; thereafter, you will 

be penalized 30 points for every unexcused absence.   Needless to say, there is no attendance 

policy for the lecture component of the course.  These lectures are offered asynchronously—i.e. 

you can watch them any time after they are posted—but make sure you have watched the 

lectures for that week prior to your discussion meeting. Experience has demonstrated time and 

again that those who attend class, take careful notes, and ask questions perform far better than 

those who drop into class from time to time.  We want to reiterate that it is crucial that you take 

copious notes as you watch the online lectures.  You cannot possibly gain command of the 

material if you are not an active, engaged note-taker.  

 

Grades: The following scale will determine letter grades: 

720-800 A 200 points:  midterm 1 and midterm 2 

640-759 B 100 points:  final 

560-639 C 100 points: paper #1  

480-559 D  200 points final paper  

below 480 F 100 points: discussion participation 

   100 points:  quizzes in discussion section 

   Total:  800 

 

Other important items.  Between August 24 and September 4, there is no record of grade for 

dropped courses; between August 24 and December 11, there is a grade of W if withdrawing 

from all courses.  Between September 8 and November 13, students receive an automatic grade 

of “W” for dropped courses.  Thereafter, between November 16 and December 11, you must 

petition the College Dean to drop the course and, if the Dean approves your withdrawal, I will 

either give you a “W” or an “F,” depending on your standing in the course at the time you drop 

the course.  We will not have class on Labor Day, September 7.  Thanksgiving vacation is 

November 25-29.  If the OU v. Texas game is played and spectators are allowed, classes will be 

http://www.ou.edu/content/eoo/pregnancyfaqs.html
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cancelled on Friday, October 9, the day before the OU-Texas game.   

 

Reading Assignments, Examination Schedule, Paper Due Dates, Discussion Schedule:  The 

weekly reading assignments are based on what you should have read before attending your 

discussion section.  All chapters and articles are available as PDFs on the Canvas website. So, 

too, are the primary documents, each of which also has a number.  Your discussion leader will 

show you how to find these articles.  All reading assignments must be read prior to the exams.  

To guide your reading, I have included a study guide for each scholarly article.  These can be 

found at Canvas > Modules > Reading/Discussion Guides.  I may make slight alterations in the 

assigned articles during the semester but will add nothing unless something else is removed.   

 

8/26,27,28 Lecture:   “Introductory Lecture;” “Dawn without Noon” 

  Readings:  Nolan, “The Anatomy of a Myth;” #95, “Petition of Black Residents” 

 

9/2,3,4  Lectures:  “Black Freedom and the Failure of Reconstruction;” “Racial Lines, 

1865-1900” 

  Readings:  Vandal, “Bloody Caddo;” Foner, “Confederate Statues;” Williams, 

“You Want a Confederate Monument?” #96 “Petition of Committee on 

Behalf of Freedmen” 

 

9/9,10,11 Lectures:  Women’s Freedom, Women’s Rights;” “The Transformation of 

Freedom” 

  Readings:  Grua, “In Memory of the Chief Big Foot Massacre;” Carlisle Indian 

School documents—see website for paper #1 

 

9/16,17,18 Lectures:  “Immigration and Freedom;” “Nativism and the Transformation of 

Immigration Policy” 

  Readings:  Meyer, “Adapting the Immigrant to the Line;” #135, “Congress 

Debates Immigration” 

 

9/16,17,18 Midterm I 

 

9/23,24,25 Lectures:  “The Search for Order, 1900-1917;” “Varieties of Progressivism” 

  Readings:  Readings:  Gerstle, “Theodore Roosevelt and American Nationalism;”  

Pogrebin, “Roosevelt Statue to Be Removed;” “Addressing the Statue;”  

Taylor, “W.E.B. Dubois’s Challenge to Scientific Racism;” #110, Booker 

T. Washington, “Address at the Atlanta Cotton Exposition,” #111, W.E.B. 

DuBois, “A Critique of Booker T. Washington;”  #112, Ida B. Wells, 

“Crusade for Justice;”

9/30/10-1,2 Paper #1 due in discussion section 

  Lectures:  “The Coming of World War I;” “World War I, Freedom, and the 

Discontents of War” 

  Readings:  Ellis, “J. Edgar Hoover and the `Red Summer’ of 1919,” #120, 
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“Margaret Sanger on `Free Motherhood;’” #124, Woodrow Wilson, “A World 

`Safe for Democracy;’” #128, Eugene Debs, “Speech to the Jury;” #133, “The 

Fight for Civil Liberties” 

 

10/7,8,9 Lectures:  “Cultural Tensions and Freedom in the 1920s;” “From Prosperity to 

Despair in the 1920s” 

  Readings:  John Hope Franklin, Scott Ellsworth, “History Knows No Fences;” 

Brent Staples, “The Burning of Black Wall Street”  

 

10/14,15,16 Lectures:  “The New Deal and Freedom;” “The New Deal at High Tide” 

  Readings:  Kennedy, “What the New Deal Did;” Abrams, “Irony of Reform;”  

W.E.B. DuBois, “A Negro Nation within a Nation;”  #142, Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, “Speech to the Democratic National Convention 

10/21,22,23 Lectures:  “The Road to War, 1933-1938;” “War at Last, 1938-1941;”  Overy, 

“A War of Engines,” #147, “Franklin D. Roosevelt on the Four 

Freedoms;” #154, Justice Robert A. Jackson, “Dissent in Korematsu v. 

United States 

 

10/28,29,30 Lectures:  “America at War in Europe;”  “America at War in Asia” 

  Midterm 2 

 

11/4,5,6 Lectures:  “Origins of the Cold War, 1941-1955;” “Freedom at Home and the 

Red Scare, 1945-1955” 

  Readings:  Sherwin, “The Atomic Bomb;” #156, “The Truman Doctrine;” #157, 

NSC 68 and the Ideological Cold War; ”#156, “The Truman Doctrine;” #157, 

NSC 68 and the Ideological Cold War” 

11/11,12,13 Lectures:  “Vietnam, 1945-1965;” Vietnam, 1965-1975 

  Readings:  Griswold, “`The Flabby American;’” Pach, “And That’s the Way It 

Was;” #176, Paul Potter on the Antiwar Movement” 

 

11/18,19,20 Lectures:  “The Battle for Civil Rights, 1945-1957;”  “From Civil Rights to 

Black Power, 1957-1968” 

  Readings:  Levy, “Before Brown;” Nimtz, “Violence and/or Nonviolence;” “The 

Southern Manifesto;” #172, Malcolm X, “The Ballot or the Bullet 

11/25-29 Week of Thanksgiving Break 

 

12/2,3,4 Paper #2 due in Discussion Section;  

  Lectures:  “The Unraveling of the `Long Sixties;’” “Red Power” 

  Readings:  Pitzulo, “The Battle in Every Man's Bed;” #177, “The National 

Organization of Women;” #185, Phyllis Schlafly, “The Fraud of the Equal 

Rights Amendment” 
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12/9,10,11 Lectures:  “The Roots of Conservatism;”  “From the Cultural Politics of the 

1970s to the Rise of Reagan in the 1980s” 

  Readings:   Hijiya, “The Conservative 1960s;” Thompson, “Why Mass 

Incarceration Matters;” #184, Jerry Falwell, “Listen, America” 

12/14-18 Final Exam 

                     


	Stephen Meyer, “Adapting the Immigrant to the Line: Americanization in the Ford Factory, 1914-1921,” Journal of Social History, 14 (Autumn 1980): 67-82.
	August H. Nimtz, “Violence and/or Nonviolence in the Success of the Civil Rights Movement: The Malcolm X-Martin Luther King, Jr. Nexus,” New Political Science, 38, no. 1 (2016), pp. 1-22.

