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United States History, 1865-Present   Dr. Jay Casey 

HIST 1493-002     Office: Dale Hall Tower 411 

Dale Hall 211      jcasey@ou.edu  

MWF 8:15 a.m. to 9:05 a.m.    Office hours: M.W., 10 a.m. –11:30 a.m. 

Fall 2020 (8/24 – 12/11/2020) or by appointment; Fridays, 10 a.m. – 11:30 

via Zoom (link below and on course Canvas 

site) 

 

Zoom Office Hours, every Friday, August 28 through December 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., and 

Invitation Link: 

 

Topic: Dr. Casey Zoom Office Hours 

Time: Aug 28, 2020 10:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

        Every week on Fri, until Dec 18, 2020, 17 occurrence(s) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://oklahoma.zoom.us/j/92147209382?pwd=azg5Z2JXR1haS1ZmaGxZWVd4RHhyUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 921 4720 9382 

Passcode: 6sS7E3DU 

 

You can access the office hours Zoom link, under “Useful Information” on the HIST 1493 

Canvas site. 

 

Students can also contact me and schedule a Zoom office meeting, in lieu of meeting face to 

face, during the in-person office hours, MW 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

 

Mask Policy: (in brief) 

 

 OU requires everyone on campus to wear an approved-type mask, this includes students 

and instructors in classrooms. Please protect yourself, and others, by following the OU mask 

guidelines.  

You can review OU’s mask policy at: https://www.ou.edu/coronavirus/masking-policy 

 

 

HIST 1493-002 is a self-contained history course that provides an overview of post-Civil War 

American History by focusing on general themes and patterns from Reconstruction, which is 

generally held to have ended in 1877, to the present. HIST 1493-002 does not require enrollment 

in or attendance in a separate weekly discussion section. We will handle the discussion and 

writing preparation part of your course within the context of our three weekly meetings from 8 

a.m. to 8:50 a.m. on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Generally, our discussion component will 

take place during the weekly Friday meeting of class, which you should come to prepared, 

having read and reviewed the materials assigned for that week on the HIST 1493-002 Canvas 

site. 
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◼ Your weekly discussion materials will be dedicated to helping you understand the content 

of the course, but it will also help you learn how to use a variety of primary and 

secondary sources and how to shape these sources into a compelling historical argument. 

 

Course Description:  HIST 1493-050 is an American history survey course, which means that 

students will learn about the broad scope of the history of the United States while also focusing 

on some specific events that are representative of the nation’s history from the 1870s through to 

the present. In one sense, the course may seem fast-paced, but in a more fundamental way 

students are likely to feel that they are receiving a more in-depth look at the nation’s history than 

in their previous experiences with the subject. 

  

 

COURSE GOALS 

 

The overall goal of this course is for you to understand the broad outlines of modern American 

history—especially the processes of American imperialism and military intervention, the 

changing role of the federal government in American life, specific histories of American peoples, 

societal and cultural changes during this period, and, finally, the varieties of ways that residents 

of North America defined being “American” in light of their perceptions of democracy and 

personal freedom during the times in which they lived. 

 

We will also: 

 

◼ Consider various expressions of American freedom, from multiple viewpoints 

◼ Work to become better researchers and writers.   

◼ Participate in an introduction to the methods, validity, and scope of history as a 

discipline, instead of merely the study of the past 

◼ Develop an understanding of how to examine historical materials and arrive at justified 

beliefs about the past, and how it influences the present, as opposed to simply holding 

opinions about the past. 

 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 

At the successful completion of the course, you will be able to: 

 

1) Describe how the self-definition of different types of Americans changed between 1865 

and the end of the 20th century 

2) Explain how different Americans understood their role in the world as the U.S. became 

an economic and political superpower 

3) Compare the experiences and life histories of different Americans, based on race, class, 

and gender. 

4) Assess the role of the federal government in modern American history 

5) Comprehend and analyze primary sources and secondary sources 

6) Construct convincing arguments supported by evidence from primary and secondary 

sources 
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7) Write a clear and detailed analysis of an historical question or problem 

 

 

Helpful tutorials and a great number of reading assignments and other pertinent information can 

be found on the History Department’s U.S. Survey website,  http://explorehistory.ou.edu.  

◼ You should visit this site as soon as possible, since it contains key components of your 

eventual course grade.  

◼ http://explorehistory.ou.edu is also where you will find all the online tutorials and the 

directions for the papers you will be required to write in HIST 1493. 

 

Course Format: I will lecture and present other course materials during each class meeting, but 

we will always have some time dedicated in each week to handle discussion, research, and 

writing requirements for the course. Generally, the Friday class meeting will include more time 

for discussion of research, writing, and outside weekly readings, and other materials, associated 

with the course. Questions to encourage discussion will often be included with the materials you 

read or examine, but I encourage you to ask your questions or offer contributions at any time. 

 

Course Website: the website for this course is on Canvas (canvas.ou.edu).  We will also make 

use of postings at http://explorehistory.ou.edu.  You should spend time familiarizing yourself 

with these sites, and you should routinely check both for pertinent information. 

◼ Within 24 hours of a lecture, I will post that day’s PowerPoint presentation on Canvas. 

These posts are not a substitute for the notes you will take in class, but they will often 

include information we may not have had time to go over in our class meeting and for 

which you could be responsible for on exams. 

◼ On Canvas, you will also find the syllabus, the study guides for the midterms and final 

(as we get close to those exams) and important announcements. Throughout the semester, 

material will be added to the Canvas website, so check the site regularly. 

 

 

Texts: (NOTE: You are only required to purchase one of the texts listed.) 

 

REQUIRED TEXT: 

Eric Foner, Voices of Freedom: A Documentary History, Vol. 2, 6th ed. (W.W. Norton, New 

York, 2020) 

◼ This collection of first-person, primary historical sources is available as an eBook and as 

a paperback edition. 

 

Additional texts used in this course, but that you are not required to purchase, include: 

 

Joseph Locke and Ben Wright, ed., The American YAWP, Vol. 2: Since 1877. (Stanford 

University Press, 2019), http://www.americanyawp.com/ (Links to an external site.) 

http://explorehistory.ou.edu/
http://explorehistory.ou.edu/
http://explorehistory.ou.edu/
http://www.americanyawp.com/
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This text is not required but is freely available online and provides extra context for lectures and 

readings. If you find yourself confused or in need of further explanation, please consult The 

YAWP. 

◼ There is a link to The American Yawp, Vol. 2 under “Useful Information” on the HIST 

1493-001 Canvas site. 

 

Required Readings 

All required course readings will be available from posts on the HIST 1493-002 Canvas site or 

through Eric Foner, Voices of Freedom: A Documentary History, Vol. 2, 6th ed, JSTOR, or links 

on the HIST 1493-002 Canvas site.  

◼ You should come to your Friday class section having read the course readings assigned 

for that week and having completed any assignments and discussion questions related to 

the readings and other sources. 

If you are trying to access readings and course materials from off campus, you must first log in 

to the database (JSTOR, Project Muse, etc.) with your OUNetID (4x4) and password via the OU 

library website: https://libraries.ou.edu/eresourcesLinks to an external site.. 

 

Reading Requirements:  Scholarly articles, book chapters and other resources will available as 

PDFs, or other formats, on Canvas.  These articles will enrich your general understanding of 

history and enhance your ability to write a research paper.  

◼ A question or series of questions will accompany each of these readings on Canvas. 

◼ The question or questions will form the basis of your class discussions during our Friday 

class meetings and you will need to upload your responses on the HIST 1493 Canvas 

course site by the deadline on the Thursday afternoon before our Friday class meeting. 

◼ I will award points toward your overall course point totals for the answers you submit to 

questions associated with the weekly readings and other materials. 

◼ You are also required to attend the Friday meeting of the class to receive the points 

related to the week’s readings and discussion questions. 

 

 A NOTE ON YOUR WEEKLY READINGS ON CANVAS: 

 

When you finish the article, chapter, or primary source reading, you should be able to explain its 

main argument (known as its thesis).  

◼ In other words, one of your key tasks in reading these essays and other materials is to find 

the central point the author is trying to make. 

◼ I can also guarantee that you will make use of these articles in your exams and quizzes. 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS AND THE EARNING OF POINTS FOR THIS CLASS 

 

Students can earn up to 1000 points in this class. 

 

https://libraries.ou.edu/eresources
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Attendance, Discussion, and Participation: (300 points possible) 

 

◼ We have 15 Modules in this course. 

◼ A student can earn up to 20 points per week for the reading and discussion 

assignments. 

◼ The possible points comprise about one-third of your final course grade. 

◼ Each week you will have readings, and other materials, you are responsible for, as 

well as questions related to those materials. 

◼ Students must attend the Friday section of the course to receive points for the 

discussion from that week, unless you have prior arrangements with the course 

instructor. 

 

This is the way I plan on handling the reading and discussion questions for each module. 

 

1) Students must answer at least 1 question related to each reading or other form of evidence (10 

points). For example, if there are three readings in a module, the student will answer at least one 

question associated with each reading. Most of these readings have at least two questions and 

some have more. You choose the one you would like to answer but you must answer at least one 

question per reading. 

 

2) Students must submit a discussion response to at least one of the week’s readings or sources 

of evidence through a Discussion link for that module (described in above item AND attend the 

discussion section to receive credit for the discussion part of the assignment (10 points). This 

will be the rule, unless a student, or students, have an accommodation or some other valid reason 

for non-attendance in discussion. 

 

 

ATTENDANCE SPECIFICS: 

◼ Everyone gets three excused absences. No questions asked. 

◼ Any absences beyond these three must be approved by the instructor. 

◼ Any unexcused absence above those three will mean 10 points deducted from the 

student’s overall Attendance, Discussion, and Participation grade, for each such absence, 

at the end of the semester. So, if you missed an additional five unexcused absences, after 

the three everyone is given, you would have 100 points deducted from the possible 300 

points you could earn under Attendance, Discussion, and Participation. 

◼ I take my own attendance in HIST 1493-002 seriously and I expect the same from you. 

◼ If you are going to be absent from discussion section because of illness or an emergency, 

or officially sanctioned university responsibility, you should contact me when 

circumstances allow, preferably beforehand (except in cases of emergency.)  

◼ An excused absence is an absence that we have excused by email. I’d prefer if this 

occurred before the absence takes place, but I do understand that things happen. 

◼ Do not schedule routine medical appointments, job interviews, outside exams, or other 

such things during our class meeting times. These will be unexcused absences. 

◼ Please note that internships or work-related absences are not necessarily excused 

absences until we sign off on them. 
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◼ If you miss class, it is your responsibility to get notes about what you missed from a 

fellow classmate, not from me. 

◼ You are expected to show up on time.  Make sure you budget your time so that you can 

complete assigned readings and homework each week before our Friday meeting, where 

our discussion of the course readings and other materials will take place. 

◼ Students with accommodations from the university that permit non-attendance are not 

subject to all facets of the above attendance policy. 

 

 

Paper 1 (150 points possible) 

◼ Please see -- http://explorehistory.ou.edu/history-1493/ 

Your first paper is a 1000-word analysis of primary documents, due in week 6. You will use 

a minimum of three documents, which I will provide to you.  
◼ Paper 1 is due Friday, October 2.  

 

Midterm Exam (150 points possible) 

I will give you a prep sheet one week in advance with a selection of essay questions. For the 

exam. You will only be required to answer ONE essay prompt that you select. 

You will take two take-home exams, a midterm and a final.  

◼ The midterm will be worth 150 points 

o The midterm will consist of five short identifications and one single essay.  

o It will cover the material from the first half of the course.   

◼ We will discuss the format of the exams later in the semester. 

◼ Midterms are due Friday, October 9, 2020 

 

Paper 2 -- Research Paper Topic, Research Plan, Annotated Bibliography, and Final Draft 

(200 points) 

Your second paper is a 2000-word research paper, is due on Wednesday, December 2, at 11:59 

p.m. 

◼ You will have homework assignments throughout the semester that help you prepare for 

this paper, which will be a part of your final grade.  

◼ The first two of these assignments—the Paper Topic/Research Plan and Annotated 

Bibliography—will be worth 25 points each.  

◼ The final draft of the research paper, along with the points from the Paper 

Topic/Research Plan and Annotated Bibliography, is worth a possible 200 points. 

◼ All Paper II materials, including research kits, will be available on explorehistory.ou.edu 

  

Final Exam (200 Points) 
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Like the midterm, your final exam will consist of several identifications, a short essay, and a 

longer, class comprehensive essay, which you will have ahead of time.  

◼ It will be a take-home exam and is due by 12:30 pm on Wednesday, December 16, 

2020. 

 

Grading: The following scale will determine your letter grade in this class:  

A 900-1000, B 800-900, C 700-800, D 600-700, F below 600. 

 

Course Requirements 

Reading: Critical reading is a skill, and one that will be crucial to your success in this course. It 

is not enough to simply skim the readings before discussion section. In order to effectively 

participate in discussion, you must actively engage with the assigned readings—interrogate 

them, even. Underline, take notes, ask questions. Be skeptical about what you are reading. 

Contextualize it with what you already know and what you are learning in class, including 

previous readings. Active reading is an exercise in thinking as much as it is a way of consuming 

new information. 

Discussion: Everyone is required to actively participate in weekly class discussions. This 

does not mean that you should try to talk as much as possible. Rather, you should endeavor to 

ask critical questions of the readings, your fellow students, and the discussion leader. Strive to 

pose comments—however brief—that raise unspoken questions, respond thoughtfully to your 

classmates, or shed new light on our discussion. Remember, quantity does not necessarily 

equal quality. It is okay to disagree with your classmates, or with me, but this will be done 

in a thoughtful, civil, and adult manner. 

Writing: Honing your analytical writing skills is an important part of this course. Written 

assessments will ask you to think critically about primary and secondary source material and 

analyze them within the context of the course. By the end of the semester, you will put your 

knowledge and your skills to work in a brief, original research paper. 

Writing Assistance: We are eager to assist you in preparing for papers and exams. Please visit 

us in office hours. We will also hold History Write Nights prior to the due dates for the two 

papers where faculty and teaching assistants will be available to assist you.  

 

Here are the rubrics that I use for assigning letter grades in this course: 

Additional rubrics for Papers 1 and 2 are linked to those assignments on the HIST 1493 Canvas 

site. 
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A 

All course requirements met. Work demonstrates full understanding of course 

material and an original, engaged perspective on the subject. Few, if any, grammatical 

or errors. Proper citations. Excellent attendance and work overall. 

B 

All course requirements met. Work demonstrates full understanding of course 

material (or satisfactory understanding of course material and an original perspective 

on the subject). Some spelling/grammar or citation errors. Work and attendance were 

good. 

C 
All course requirements met and demonstrated satisfactory understanding of material. 

Several spelling/grammar or citation errors. Satisfactory work and attendance. 

D 

Work fails to meet minimum course requirements, either in timely completion of 

requirements or in demonstrating satisfactory understanding of course material. 

Significant spelling/grammar errors. Minimal citation. Attendance was poor. 

F 

Work falls far below minimum course requirements either in timely completion of 

requirements or in demonstrating satisfactory understanding of course material. 

Significant spelling/grammar errors that detract from the piece. Minimal or no 

citation. Minimal, infrequent, or no attendance, 

 

Late Papers, Missed Exams, and Make-up Work Policy: A missed exam or discussion section 

will be counted as a zero, unless you notify me in advance and provide sufficient documentation. 

I do not offer extra-credit assignments and typically do not allow make-up work. 

Phones, Laptops, and Technology: 

• Please turn your phone on silent and put it away for the duration of class. No texting or other 

electronic communication is allowed; likewise, the recording of lectures is prohibited, unless 

you have accommodations from OU for this purpose. 

• The History Department recommends that you take lecture notes by hand. Buy a 

dedicated subject spiral notebook or three ring binder with loose leaf paper for this 

purpose. This is based on research about how distracted we are by technology, how much 

multi-tasking erodes our ability to focus, and how much it disturbs other people. Taking 

notes by hand improves retention and promotes deeper understanding because it requires you 
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to process and evaluate what you are hearing, rather than rote transcription. Moreover, wi-fi 

simply makes the urge to browse, shop, chat, or go on social media too tempting. 

Elite “notetakers” and course materials: So-called “elite note takers” are prohibited in this 

class. Similarly, you may not share your papers or exams with any future students of this class. 

Posting notes online and/or selling them violates my intellectual property as it’s is done without 

my consent. If you are caught as an “elite note-taker” or buy from a “elite note-taker” you may 

receive a zero in this class. This is an academic integrity issue, please see the heading below. 

Professionalism: One crucial aspect of professionalism entails effective management of all the 

information that has been provided to you, so you can fulfill your work responsibilities. Before 

you send an email to your GTA or professor with any questions consult this syllabus, Canvas, 

and http://explore.ou.eduLinks to an external site.. Most likely your question will be addressed in 

one of these resources. 

  

Email Policy: I aim to respond to emails within 24 hours (weekends excluded). Please review 

assignments ahead of time so that you have ample opportunity to email your questions or come 

to office hours. Please note, I do not accept assignments over email without prior arrangement. 

All inquiries about grades must be handled in person and cannot legally be discussed over email. 

I do not check email past 5 p.m. on weekdays, or on the weekends, so please plan your 

correspondence accordingly. 

IMPORTANT: 

◼ Please use a subject heading with your emails (HIST 1493-002, Question about lecture, 

midterm, or whatever) 

◼ Identify yourself by both first and last name AND the class section you are in. 

◼ Be clear with your request and remember that you are communicating only for yourself, 

not everyone in the class. 

 

Office Hours: My goals in this course is to help you succeed in learning some of the skills 

historians’ practice, but, also, to better understand the history of the United States. Together we 

can develop a strategy for improving your performance. I encourage you to visit me during office 

hours if you are encountering any problems during class, if you need help with assignments, or if 

you would just like to talk about issues raised in the course. I’ll have office hours every Monday 

from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and Wednesday from 9:30 am-11:30a m, and by appointment. 

You can also arrange to schedule a Zoom meeting during my regular face to face office 

hours. 

  

  

 

http://explore.ou.edu/
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University Policies and Campus Resources 

Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this class under any 

circumstances. Plagiarism is the stealing of words, phrases, ideas, intellectual structures (that is, 

the order of an argument), and/or concepts without proper attribution. All work must be your 

own. A fundamental part of historical practice is wrestling with and engaging existing 

scholarship. It is expected that you credit these sources and carefully cite the words and ideas of 

others. To do otherwise is plagiarism. I take issues of academic dishonesty very seriously and 

will report all incidents to the Office of Academic Integrity. By enrolling in this course, you have 

acknowledged your awareness of OU’s Integrity Code and are expected to adhere to its 

standards: (http://integrity.ou.edu/students_guide.htmlLinks to an external site.). 

  

Writing Center (Wagner 280): Staffed by OU students, open to all students, and helps with all 

stages of the writing process. Drop-in hours or by 

appointment: http://www.ou.edu/writingcenter/aboutLinks to an external site.. 

  

Academic Support: The University of Oklahoma is committed to providing reasonable 

accommodation for all students with disabilities and learning differences. Students must be 

registered with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) prior to receiving accommodations. As 

accommodations are not retroactive, timely notification at the beginning of the semester, if 

possible, is strongly recommended. Once you have completed the DRC process, please contact 

Professor Casey to schedule a meeting so that we can discuss accommodations necessary to 

ensure full participation and facilitate your educational opportunities.   

Accessibility and Disability Resource Center (ADRC): Goddard Health Center, Room 166. 

Phone: 405.325.3852. Email: drc@ou.edu. Online: www.ou.edu/drcLinks to an external site.. 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities: Students involved in OU official extra-curricular activities should 

inform the me and your discussion leader at the beginning of the semester of any known 

scheduling conflicts. 

 

Religious Observance: It is University policy to excuse absences that result from religious 

observances and to reschedule examinations and required classwork that may fall on religious 

holidays, without penalty.  If your plans to observe a religious holiday conflict with lectures, 

discussions, assignment or exam dates, please notify me as soon as possible in order to make 

appropriate arrangements. 

  

Title IX Resources: For any concerns regarding gender-based discrimination, sexual 

harassment, sexual assault, dating/domestic violence, or stalking, the University offers a variety 

of resources. To learn more or to report an incident, visit http://www.ou.edu/eooLinks to an 

http://integrity.ou.edu/students_guide.html
http://www.ou.edu/writingcenter/about
mailto:drc@ou.edu
http://www.ou.edu/drc
http://www.ou.edu/eoo
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external site.. Please be advised that the professor and discussion leaders are required to report 

instances of sexual harassment, sexual assault, or discrimination to the Sexual Misconduct 

Office.  

 

 

 

Schedule of Weekly Course Modules 

 

AUGUST 

 

Module 1 (Week 1) – “What is Freedom?” Reconstruction, 1865-1877 

 

M 8/24  Course Introduction, Course Requirements, Syllabus 

W 8/26  Reconstruction, 1865-1877 

F 8/28  Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas):  

 

William Cronon, “Why the Past Matters”, Wisconsin Magazine of History 

(August 2000) 

 

Eric Foner, “What is Freedom?” (7-minute video) 

 

  98. The Mississippi Black Code (1865) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 7-11 

 

101. Frederick Douglas, “The Composite Nation” (1869) in Foner, Voices of 

Freedom, pp. 18-23 

 

 

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 

 

Module 2 (Week 2) – America’s Gilded Age, 1870-1890 

 

M 8/31  An Industrial Society 

W 9/2  Conquering the West/Gilded Age Politics 

F 9/4  Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

Thomas G. Andrews, “Dying with Their Boots On.” (link on Canvas course site) 

 

105. William Graham Sumner on Social Darwinism (ca. 1880) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 

35-39 

 

108. Chief Joseph, “Let Me Be a Free Man,” in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 45-47 

http://www.ou.edu/eoo
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Chief Joseph’s “Good Words,” The North American Review, Vol. 295, No. 4 (Fall 2010), p. 42. 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

 

Module 3 (Week 3) –Freedom’s Boundaries, at Home and Abroad 

 

M 9/7  Labor Day Holiday (no class meeting) Populism, Race, and Segregation 

W 9/9  An American Empire 

F 9/11  Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

116. Josiah Strong, Our Country (1885) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 70-72 

 

117. Emilio Aguinaldo on American Imperialism in the Philippines (1899), in Foner, Voices of 

Freedom, pp. 72-74. 

 

PBS “TR: The Story of Theodore Roosevelt, Part 1, Time: 40:00 – 55:47 (link on Canvas course 

site) 

 

 

 

Module 4 (Week 4) –The Progressive Era, 1900-1916 

 

T 9/14 An Urban Age and a Consumer Society 

R 9/16 The Politics of Progressivism 

F 9/18 Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

  

120. John A. Ryan, A Living Wage (1912) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 82-84. 

 

122. Margaret Sanger on “Free Motherhood,” from Woman and the New Race (1920) in Foner, 

Voices of Freedom, pp. 90-93. 

 

 

 

Module 5 (Week 5) –Safe for Democracy: The United States and World War I, 1916-1920 

 

T 9/21  An Era of Intervention 

R 9/23  Who is an American? 

F 9/25  Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 
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Remember -- Paper 1 is due Friday, October 2. 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

129. Carrie Chapman Catt, Address to Congress on Women’s Suffrage (1917) in Foner, Voices 

of Freedom, pp. 112-117. 

 

130. Eugene V. Debs, Speech to the Jury (1918) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 117-121 

 

Visual/Auditory Primary Resource: 

 

My Dream of the Big Parade (1925) 

 

Coming Home: America’s Veteran Experience, End of World War I through the Bonus Army, 

Time: 25:00-31:38 (link on Canvas) 

 

 

 

Week 6 –From Business Culture to Great Depression: The Twenties, 1920-1932 

 

T 9/28  The 1920s: A New Society 

R 9/30  Culture Wars in the 1920s; The Great Depression 

F 10/2  Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

 

Paper 1 is due Friday, October 2, via the link on Canvas. 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

136. The Fight for Civil Liberties (1921), in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 138-142. 

 

Reading 2 -- Edward J. Larson, “The Scopes Trial and the Evolving Concept of Freedom,” 

Virginia Law Review, 85, no. 3 (1999): 298-313. 

Visual Resource: Prohibition, Thirteen Years that Changed America (A&E), Vol. 2, “The 

Roaring Twenties” 

Time: 1:23 – 21:07 The establishment of Speakeasies, Prohibition culture and Corruption 

in the administration of President Warren G. Harding. 

OCTOBER 

 

 

Module 7 (Week 7) –The New Deal, 1932-1940 

 

T 10/5  The First New Deal 

R 10/7  The Second New Deal 
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F 10/9  Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

 

Reminders:  

 

Midterm Exam available on Canvas Monday, Oct. 5 

 

Midterm Exam is due Friday, Oct. 9, 11:59 p.m. 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

David M. Kennedy, What the New Deal, Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 124, No. 2 (Summer 

2009), pp. 251-268 (linked on Canvas) 

 

145. Franklin D. Roosevelt, "Greater Security for the Average Man" (1934), in Foner, Voices of 

Freedom, pp. 169-170 

 

 

 

Module 8 (Week 8) –Fighting for the Four Freedoms: World War II, 1941-1945 

 

OU Midterm grading period – October 9 – October 20, 2020.  

Midterm grades are due October 20. 

 

 

T 10/12 America and World War II, Part 1 

R 10/14  America and World War II, Part 2 

F 10/16 Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

Required Reading 1 -- Richard Overy, “Why the Allies Won,” in Overy, Why the Allies Won, pp. 

314-325 (pdf link on Canvas) 

 

150. Franklin D. Roosevelt on the Four Freedoms (1941) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 187-

189. 

 

157. Justice Robert A. Jackson, Dissent in Korematsu v. United States (1944) in Foner, Voices of 

Freedom, pp. 204-207 

 

Visual History/Oral History resource: 

 

American Infantry Joseph Robertson, “Germans in the Woods,” StoryCorps 

 

 

Module 9 (Week 9) –The United States and the Cold War, 1945-1953 
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T 10/19  The United States and the Early Cold War 

R 10/21  The Truman Presidency, McCarthyism and American Culture 

F 10/23  Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

Reading 1 -- Martin Sherwin, “The Atomic Bomb and the Origins of the Cold War: U.S. Atomic 

Energy Policy and Diplomacy,” American Historical Review, 78 (October 1973): 945-968. 

 

159. The Truman Doctrine (1947), pp. 211-214 

 

161. Walter Lippmann, A Critique of Containment (1947), pp. 218-221 

 

Visual Evidence/Oral History: 

 

David Halberstam’s the 1950s, The Fear and the Dream, Part 1 (Visual excerpts): 

 

 Excerpt 1 – Time: 0:00-20:45 (End of World War II, Baby Boomers, Suburbia) 

Excerpt 2 – “The Quest for the Super” (Nuclear arms race) 

 Excerpt 3 – “The Witch-Finder General” (McCarthyism) 

 

 

Module 10 (Week 10) –An Affluent Society, 1953-1960 

 

SUBMIT SECOND PAPER TOPIC AND RESEARCH PLAN, Wednesday, October 28 

 

T 10/26  Considerations of an American “Golden Age” 

R 10/28  1950s Politics, Culture, and Protest 

F 10/30  Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

169. The Southern Manifesto (1956) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 250-252. 

 

170. Milton Friedman, Capitalism and Freedom (1962) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 252-

255. 

 

173. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955) in Foner, Voices of 

Freedom, pp. 259-263. 

NOVEMBER 

 

Module 11 (Week 11) –The Sixties, 1960-1968 

 

 

T 11/2  The Civil Rights Revolution, JFK, LBJ 

R 11/4  Vietnam and the New Left; American Counterculture 
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F 11/6  Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

178. The Port Huron Statement (1962), in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 278-284 

 

179. Paul Potter on the Antiwar Movement (1965) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 285-286 

 

 

Auditory Primary Resources: 

 

Songs of Protest and Social Commentary, the 1960s -- (linked on Canvas, accompanying lyric 

sheets on Canvas) 

 

 

 

Module 12 (Week 12) –The Seventies, 1970-1979 

 

T 11/9  Nixon, Vietnam, and Watergate 

R 11/11 American Culture and Change in the 1970s 

F 11/13 Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

 

Reminder: Submit Annotated Bibliography for Paper 2, Wednesday, November 11. 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

183. Brochure on the Equal Rights Amendment (1970s) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 298-

300 

 

184. Barry Commoner, The Closing Circle (1971) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 300-304, in 

Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 300-304 

 

188. Phyllis Schlafly, “The Fraud of the Equal Rights Amendment” (1972) in Foner, Voices of 

Freedom, pp. 315-317 

 

 

 

 

Module 13 (Week 13) -- The United States in the 1980s 

  

Questions from students regarding Second Paper work 

 

T 11/16 The End of the “Golden Age” 

R 11/18 Reagan and the New Right 

F 11/20 Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 
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Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

Jimmy Carter on Human Rights (1977) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 307-310 

 

Ronald Reagan, Inaugural Address (1981) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 320-322 

 

Visual/Audio Primary Sources: 1980s “Apocalypse Culture, Star Wars, Greed, and Coming to 

Grips with the Vietnam War.” 

 

 

WEEK 14 -- University of Oklahoma -- Thanksgiving Break 

 

No class meeting(s) or new assignments scheduled for this week. 

 

OU Thanksgiving Break -- November 25 – 29, 2020 

 

PAPER 2 Reminder 

Please take the time to complete your Paper 2 project, which will be due December 2, 2020. 

If enrolled in a separate Discussion Section, these classes will not meet this week. 

 

 

Module 14 (Week 15) – From Triumph to Tragedy, 1989-2004 

 

M 11/30 America and the World in the 1980s and Beyond 

W 12/2 American Culture Wars 

F 12/4  Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

 

NOTE: Paper 2 is due, Wednesday, December 2, via links on Canvas. 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

194. The Beijing Declaration on Women (1995) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 329-334 

 

196. Robert Byrd on the War in Iraq (2003) in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 336-340 

 

 

 

 

Module 15 (Week 16) – A Divided Nation 

 

Submit Second Paper in Week 15 

 

M 12/7  Impeachment, Controversial Election, and The September 11 Attacks 

W 12/9  The War on Terror and Maintenance of the American Empire;  

The Obama Presidency; The Trump Presidency 
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F 12/11 Module Completion and Discussion of Readings/Visual Evidence 

  Final Day of Class 

 

HIST 1493-002 Final Exam, due December 16, 2020 by 12:30 p.m. 

 

PAPER 2 Due on Wednesday, December 2 

 

Required Readings/Visual Evidence (on Canvas): 

 

199. Justice Anthony Kennedy, Opinion of the Court in Obergefell v. Hodges (2015), in Foner, 

Voices of Freedom, pp. 347-350 

 

200. Security, Liberty, and the War on Terror (2008), in Foner, Voices of Freedom, pp. 351-353 

 

202. Khizr Khan, Speech at the Democratic National Convention (2016), in Foner, Voices of 

Freedom, pp. 357-358 

 

John Lewis, Together We Can Redeem the Soul of Our Nation (2020) 

 

 

HIST 1493-002 Important Dates 

 

8/24/2020  OU Fall 2020 Classes Begin 

9/7/2020  Labor Day Holiday (no class meeting) 

10/1/2020  Paper 1 Due 

10/5/2020  Midterm Assigned: Monday, October 5 

10/9/2020  Midterm Due: Friday, October 9, 11:59 p.m. 

11/25—11/29 OU Thanksgiving Break – no class meetings this week,  

students work on Paper 2 

10/28/2020   Paper 2 Research Topic and Plan due: Wednesday, October 28 

11/11/2020  Paper 2 Annotated Bibliography due:  

12/2/2020  Paper 2 Assignment due: 

12/11/2020  Final day of in-person class, fall 2020 semester 

NOTE: Final meeting of HIST 1493-001, fall 2020 semester; students 

receive prompts for take home final exam, on or before the last day of 

class. 

12/16/2020 Final Exam Scheduled due date: December 16, 2020 – 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 

p.m. Due by 12:30 p.m. 

 

12/22/2020 Final Fall 2020 semester grades due 
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