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Directions for Paper Two: Research Paper 
 
You will write an approximately 2,000-word essay based on your own research of primary 
and secondary sources on some aspect of American history before 1865. You will be asked 
to identify a topic; construct a research question; gather evidence by examining primary 
sources on that question using resources available on explorehistory.ou.edu and at Bizzell 
Library; and make an argument by placing what you learn from the documents in historical 
context. Primary sources should be the foundation of your paper. Imagine your audience as 
intelligent readers craving knowledge about the past but unfamiliar with these documents. 
 
Requirements and Deadlines 

• The paper is due to your graduate teaching assistant (TA) on Thursday, April 26, 
via Canvas. Your TA will provide more details about proper modes of submission. 
N.B. In some sections, submission of a paper copy may be required, but all students 
must also submit their papers on time via Canvas. 

• The paper should be 1,800-2,100 words long (about 7 pages). 
• You should use one of the databases listed on explorehistory.ou.edu to find 

primary sources from the period you are studying. 
o Tip: You might begin by looking at the Source Pairings, locating a topic 

there that strikes your interest, and expanding your search from there. 
• Use 5-7 sources (ideally, around 50 pages of source material) as a target figure. 

Depending on the kind of sources you use, you may need to go over (or under) this 
range. Check with your TA for approval in that case. 

• Use 2-3 secondary sources (works by historians or other scholars) that can help you 
shed light on your subject. Contact your TA, and have him or her advise your 
choice of secondary sources. 

• You will also turn in two preliminary assignments 
o An annotated bibliography (25 points), due in Week 12 
o A thesis and introductory paragraph (25 points), due in Week 13 

• All papers must include footnotes or endnotes. The preferred format is to follow 
the Chicago Manual of Style, as conveniently described in the “Citation Guide” 
available under Writing Tutorials on explorehistory.ou.edu. 

 
Writing the Paper 

• All good papers will include the following: 
o a strong thesis in the opening paragraph. You will almost certainly go 

through several drafts of this thesis and introductory paragraph, including 
one submitted to your TA during Week 13. 

o body paragraphs that begin with clear topic sentences and support your 
thesis with evidence and quotations from the primary documents. 


