
History 1483: United States, 1492-1865 
Spring 2018 
Physical Science Center 201 
Lecture: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:00-9:50 
 
Professor Kevin Butterfield 
butterfield@ou.edu 
Office: Carnegie 210 
Office Hours, Wednesdays 1:30-3:30 and by appointment 
 
Course description: This course is an introduction to the origins and history of the United 
States of America from the fifteenth century to the end of the Civil War. With lectures, 
discussion, readings in primary documents and historical monographs, and independent 
research and writing, this course will examine major developments in American society 
and politics over four centuries of its history. The goals are to provide a framework for 
understanding the history of the American nation through the Civil War; to develop 
critical reading, listening, writing, and research skills; and to examine some of the central 
themes that have shaped the development of American society, such as the struggles for 
democracy and freedom and the contested definitions of such things as citizenship and 
civic equality. We will not only study what happened in the past but also investigate the 
ways that historians have interpreted that past. You will learn how to read and analyze 
primary and secondary sources, construct and critique historical arguments, and 
understand and explain the major points of transformation in American history. By the 
end of the course you will put your knowledge and skills to work in an original research 
paper.  
 
Each student is required to read the assignments in the following: 
 

• John M. Murrin et al., Liberty, Equality, Power: A History of the American 
People, vol. 1, 7th ed. 

• Course packet (contains all of the readings listed on the schedule below that are 
not in the assigned textbook). Available at Crimson and Cream Copy Center, 
Oklahoma Memorial Union 

 
Exams 
There will be three in-class exams—two midterms and a final, all held in Physical 
Science Center 201. The final will be held on Monday, May 7, 2018, 8:00-10:00 a.m. All 
tests are closed book. Study guides will be provided one week in advance. To guarantee 
the integrity of the exam, each student will bring two blue books to discussion section 
preceding the exam. The in-class exams will consist of three parts: identifications, 
essay(s), and multiple choice. 
 
Research Papers 
There will be two writing assignments based on primary materials. All students will use a 
set of documents provided on the course website for the first paper. Students will be 



given guidance on how to select a topic for the second paper. Additional details, writing 
tutorials, and library research guides will be provided separately. 
 
Paper 1: each student will write a 1,000-word paper (about three pages) based on 
documents regarding early English justifications for the settlement of the New World. 
Using the documents provided, each student will write a paper analyzing the arguments 
for why the English both should and can claim vast swaths of North America in the late 
sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. 
 
Writing this paper will entail four steps. 

1. Each student will read the documents closely to gain command of what they say. 
2. Each student will develop a thesis (an argument) based on evaluation of the 

documents. 
3. Each student will create a structure for the essay, focused around the argument, 

with a clear introduction, a main body that discusses how the documents provide 
evidence for the thesis, and a conclusion. 

4. Each student will write and revise the paper. 
 
Paper 2: each student will write a 2,000-word paper (about six or seven double-spaced 
pages), based on original research. In the process of writing this paper, students will learn 
and demonstrate the essential skills of a historian: defining a research question, gathering 
evidence, interpreting sources, and articulating an original argument about why your 
findings are important. 

Unlike the first paper, in which you were provided with a set of sources and 
specific questions to address, the second paper requires you to identify a topic and find 
your own sources. The explorehistory.ou.edu website lists (1) some pairings of primary 
and secondary sources on topics that might be of interest to you; and (2) a number of 
source collections available through the library and the internet. Use these collections as 
well as the physical resources of the Bizzell Library to get started. Once you have 
selected a topic and identified some primary sources, you need to search for additional 
primary and secondary material. For example, if you decide to write about the Boston 
Massacre, you can find additional information in the Adams Papers, in newspapers 
(through America’s Historical Newspapers), and in books and pamphlets published at the 
time (almost everything in print before 1820, and much thereafter, is available in 
databases made available through the OU libraries website). Do not expect simply to 
google a topic and find everything you need. Use the library—both its digital resources 
and its books that you can check out and hold in your hands. 

There is no absolute number of sources each student should use. A great deal will 
depend on the subject matter and length of the sources. As a rule of thumb, however, use 
five to seven primary sources as a target figure, and a total of approximately 50 pages of 
source materials. This does not include the secondary sources, such as journal articles or 
essays/chapters in books, that you will consult; each student should use two or three 
secondary sources. 

More information and guidance will be provided during the semester. 
 
 



Attendance: Regular attendance is expected at all lectures and discussions. Failure to 
attend all lectures and discussions substantially diminishes your ability to succeed in the 
course. 
 
Classroom policies: The use of laptops is permitted during lecture only for those who 
have filled out the necessary form and are seated in the laptop section. Web browsers 
must remain closed. The professor recommends that note taking be done with paper and 
pen. Cell phones should be turned off and put away. 
 
Assessment: With the exception of your attendance grade, all work will be graded on an 
A-F scale and cumulatively calculated based on the following point system. 
 
First paper:      100 points 
First exam:      150 points 
Second exam:     150 points 
Research paper:     250 points 

Annotated bibliography, 25 points 
Introduction and thesis, 25 points 
Final submission, 200 points 

Final exam:      200 points  
Discussion participation/attendance:   150 points 
Total:      1,000 points 
 
 For exams: Work of “A” quality demonstrates full mastery of the facts and 
interpretations found in the readings, lectures, and class discussion plus your independent 
assessment and evaluation of the material. Writing of “A” quality must be clear and 
concise, and (for essays) must present a carefully reasoned, well-supported thesis. Work 
of “B” quality demonstrates a sound understanding of the readings and lectures but fails 
to analyze that material thoroughly. Writing of “B” quality must be clear, presenting and 
supporting a well-thought-out thesis. Work of “C” quality demonstrates a working 
knowledge of the material and a minimum of interpretation. Writing of “C” quality must 
be understandable, presenting and supporting a thesis. Work failing to reach this 
minimum level will receive a “D” or “F”. No writing that is marred by excessive factual 
or grammatical errors or sloppy composition can receive an “A” or “B” grade. 
 For papers: Additional guidelines will be provided through the course website. 
The grading criteria for the papers are similar to those described above for the in-class 
exams. Writing of “A” quality must be clear, thoughtful, and concise, and must present a 
carefully reasoned, well-supported thesis based on your independent assessment and 
evaluation of the material. Work of “B” quality demonstrates a sound understanding of 
the material but fails to provide a thorough and thoughtful analysis. Writing of “B” 
quality must be clear, presenting and supporting a well-thought-out thesis. Work of “C” 
quality demonstrates a working knowledge of the material and a minimum of 
interpretation. Writing of “C” quality must be understandable, presenting and supporting 
a thesis. Work failing to reach this minimum level will receive a “D” or “F”.  Please 
remember to proofread and carefully edit your papers.  No writing that is marred by 



excessive “typos,” grammatical errors, or sloppy composition can receive an “A” or “B” 
grade. 
 
Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating on assignments or 
examinations; plagiarizing (presenting someone else’s writing or ideas as your own—see 
below); falsification of research; or submitting the same or substantially similar papers 
for more than one course without the prior consent of all instructors concerned. 
 
On plagiarism: All assignments, especially formal written work, should properly 
acknowledge words and ideas that are not your own. Students are expected to express 
themselves and to sustain an argument in their own prose. They should not submit written 
work that does not properly acknowledge their sources or that includes excessive 
quotations of the work of others. If you want to quote from a published work, you must 
put that passage in quotation marks and include a proper citation. If you wish to express 
in your own words something that another author has written, you should include 
reference to the author to indicate that the ideas are hers/his and not yours.  
 
University and classroom policies 
Disability: Any student in this course who has a disability that may prevent him or her 
from fully demonstrating his or her abilities should contact me personally as soon as 
possible so we can discuss accommodations necessary to ensure full participation and 
facilitate your educational opportunities. Further information can be also be found by 
contacting the Disability Resource Center (Goddard Health Center, Room 
166, www.ou.edu/drc).  
 
Absences: Attendance in discussion section will be kept and factored into the 
participation grade. Small assignments in discussion section will also factor into the 
participation grade. It is each student’s obligation to inform the section leader of absences 
prior to the absence, including those justified by religious observance, legally required, or 
provost-approved, university-sponsored activity. It is the policy of the University to 
excuse the absences of students that result from religious observances and to provide 
without penalty for the rescheduling of examinations and additional required classwork 
that may fall on religious holidays. Please notify the professor and your graduate assistant 
as soon as possible to make appropriate arrangements. 
 
Weekly assignments: [Unless otherwise noted, all material can be found in either the 
Murrin textbook or in the assigned course packet. All material listed as “Video 
Assignment” can be found on explorehistory.ou.edu under “Writing Tutorials.”] 
 
Week 1: Encounters 

Readings: Murrin, chap. 1; Becker, “Everyman His Own Historian” 
• January 16: Introduction 
• January 18: Collision of Cultures 

 
 
 



Week 2: Planting Colonies 
Readings: Murrin, chap. 2; Richard Hakluyt, Discourse of Western Planting; John 
Winthrop, Reasons for the Plantation in New England 
• January 23: Virginia 
• January 25: New England 
Explorehistory assignment: Reading and Note-Taking 

 
Week 3: Planting Colonies, Continued 

Readings: Murrin, chap. 3; Metacom 1675; Morgan, “Origins of American Slavery” 
• January 30: Revolutions, 1676-1720 
• February 1: West Indies and the British Empire 
A-C-E assignment due in discussion section 

 
Week 4: Transformations 

Readings: Murrin, chap. 4 to page 116; Frank Lambert, “Pedlar in Divinity” 
• February 6: The Middle Colonies and Politics in Early America 
• February 8: Awakenings and a Modern Society 
Explorehistory assignment: Thesis 

 
Week 5: Crisis of Empire 

Readings: Murrin, chap. 4 (116-128), and chap. 5; James Otis on the Stamp Act; 
Dunmore Proclamation 
• February 13: Warring for the New World 
• February 15: Colonial Resistance; review; Paper 1 due in class and on Canvas 

o Reminder to bring blue books to discussion section 
 
Week 6: The American Revolution 

Readings: Murrin, chap. 6 to page 180; Thomas Jefferson’s draft of the Declaration of 
Independence 
• February 20: Exam 1 
• February 22: The American Revolution 
Explorehistory assignment: Quoting 

 
Week 7: Creating a Republic 

Readings: Murrin, chap. 6 (181-193) and chap. 7; Pennsylvania gradual emancipation 
act of 1780; Brutus no. 1; U.S. Constitution 
• February 27: Creating a Republic 
• March 1: The Constitution and the Revolution 
Explorehistory assignment: Structure 

 
Week 8: A New Federal Republic 

Readings: Murrin, chap. 7; Washington’s Farewell Address 
• March 6: The Age of Hamilton 
• March 8: The Age of Jefferson 
Explorehistory assignment: Style and Syntax 
 



 
 

Week 9: An Unfinished Revolution 
Readings: Murrin, chap. 8 and chap. 12 (note: we will return to chaps. 9-11); 
documents on American reform societies; journeyman cordwainers of Philadelphia, 
Statement of Grievances, Apr. 4, 1835 
• March 13: Transforming the Nation 
• March 15: Reforming the Nation 

o Discussion section: Research paper topic due 
o Reminder to bring blue books to discussion section 

 
Week 10: SPRING BREAK 
 NO CLASS, March 20, 22 
 
Week 11: Region and Nation 
 Readings: Murrin, chap. 9 

• March 27: The Old South; review 
• March 29: Exam 2 

 
Week 12: A New Generation 

Readings: Murrin, chaps. 10-11; Cherokee Nation to U.S. Congress, Sept. 28, 
1836; Jackson, Bank veto message 

• April 3: “General Jackson Conquers Every Thing” 
• April 5: A New Law 

o Discussion section: Annotated bibliography due 
 
Week 13: Westward Expansion, Liberty, and Slavery 

Readings: Murrin, chap. 13; Garnet, Address to the Slaves; John C. Calhoun, 
Slavery a Positive Good 

• April 10: Moving West 
• April 12: Slavery expansion 

o Discussion section: Introduction and thesis paragraph due 
 
Week 14: The Gathering Storm 
Readings: Murrin, chap. 14; Declaration of Sentiments; Judith Wellman, “Women’s 
Rights, Republicanism, and Revolutionary Rhetoric in Antebellum New York State” 

• April 17: Women’s Lives and Women’s Rights 
• April 19: The Crisis of the 1850s 

 
Week 15: The Darkest Hour 

Readings: Murrin, chap. 15; Abraham Lincoln, Address at Cooper Union; 
Declaration of Secession (Mississippi) 

• April 24: Abolition and the Crisis of Union 
• April 26: Dred Scott, John Brown, Abraham Lincoln, and War 

 Research Paper due at beginning of lecture, April 26 
 



 
 
Week 16: The Chorus of the Union 
 Readings: Murrin, chap. 16 and chap. 17 to page 468 

• May 1: The Civil War 
• May 3: Conclusion 

o Discussion section: Review for final 
 
Final exam, May 7—8:00-10:00 A.M. 


