
Course Syllabus 
 
Professor Warren Metcalf               Telephone: 325-0914 
Office: 226 Cate Center 4          Hours: Tues., 1:30 to 2:45 p.m. 
Email: wmetcalf@ou.edu            or by appointment 
  

The United States: 1865 to the Present, History 1493-040 
M-W, 12:30 p.m. to 1:20 p.m., Fall Semester 2017 

 
Course description: History 1493 examines several themes relevant to United States 
history since the Civil War period. The purpose of the course is to provide a general 
survey of significant events, as well as to provide a conceptual basis for understanding 
and interpreting social, political, economic, and cultural trends in the American past. 
 
Graduate teaching assistants and discussion sections:   
 
Tryce Hyman: (Tryce.W.Hyman-1@ou.edu) 
     Hours: TBA  
     1493-042  Location and time:  COH 0246  W 3:30-4:20  
     1493-048            Location and time:  COH 0246           F 12:30-1:20  
 
Leroy Myers: (lmyers@ou.edu) 
     Hours: TBA 
     1493-043            Location and time:  DAHT 0104   R 12:30-1:20 
     1493-044            Location and time:  PHSC 0114        R 1:30-3:20  
 
Ryan Brumbelow: (rjbrumbelow@ou.edu) 
     Hours: Wednesdays, 2:00-3:00 p.m., Thursdays, 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
     1493-041            Location and time:  AH 0315            W 3:30-4:20  
     1493-045            Location and time:  FH 0336            R 3:30-4:20  
 
Misty Penuelas: (penuelas68@ou.edu) 
     Hours: TBA 
     1493-046            Location and time:  CEC 0121          F 10:30-11:20  
     1493-047            Location and time:  CEC 0438           F 11:30-12:20  
 
Required reading: There are two assigned textbooks: A People and a Nation, Vol. II, 
10th/Cengage Advantage edition, by Mary Beth Norton, et al; and Discovering the 
American Past: A Look at the Evidence, Vol. II. It is vital that you obtain the correct 
edition – reading quizzes and assignments are keyed to them. Please read the material 
that correlates with the lecture topics listed in the schedule below, so that you will be 
prepared to contribute to class discussions. 
  
Exams: The course includes one midterm examination and a final. Both exams will be 
administered outside of class via the Canvas platform and made accessible for 24 hours 
on the assigned day. Once you begin an exam, you will have 2 hours to complete it. The 
exams consist of approximately 20 identification and short essay questions. You may 



use your books or notes, but you may not collaborate with other Students. Do your own 
work! Receiving assistance from anyone else is a violation of the Academic Code and 
will result in misconduct charges. 
 
Reading Quizzes: You are also assigned a reading quiz for each chapter from A 
People and a Nation as we move through the semester – one per week, expiring at 
11:59 each Sunday evening. There are 16 quizzes in all, but I will drop one low or 
missing score, so only 15 will be counted. The quizzes are available in Canvas and they 
are open book and timed – you will have 20 minutes to complete 10 multiple choice 
questions – so do the reading first! Pay attention to the expiration dates! You may not 
make up an expired quiz. If something goes wrong (i.e., the server crashes, your 
computer malfunctions, your dog eats your modem cable) contact me (by email) and I 
will reset the quiz so you can take it again – but only if you do so prior to the expiration 
date. Do not wait until the last minute. 
 
Writing assignments:  You will write two papers for this course. The first paper is 
relatively short (3-4 pages) and is based on the primary sources in Chapter 2 of 
Discovering the American Past. The second is a research paper of 6-7 pages based on 
your own research, using online databases accessible from the OU Explore History 
website. A series of brief, online writing tutorials are also available on the website to 
help you with these assignments.  Please take the time to view them as you progress 
through the course – they provide essential information about the research and writing 
process.  
 
Course Policies 
 
Make-up Policy:  Makeup examinations will only be administered if you who fail to take 
the exam due to beyond your control and only if the following two criteria are met:  1) 
you notify me within 24 hours of the exam (call, email, or leave a message on my office 
voice mail); and 2) you provide written proof of the situation that impelled you to miss 
taking the exam. 
 
Attendance and student conduct:  Attendance is required in both lecture and 
discussion classes. Make sure that you sign the attendance sheets that will be 
distributed in the lecture hall. Please silence cell phones and put them away. 
Notebook computers are not allowed in class. Experience has shown that the 
temptation to check social media or surf the web is often irresistible. I realize that many  
prefer to take notes with a keyboard, but multiple studies have shown that students 
learn better when they listen and take notes by hand. Regarding conduct, please do not 
leave class early without notifying me beforehand.  Such behavior is disruptive and 
discourteous to other students and to me. For the optimal learning experience, come 
prepared with a notebook and a pen. 
 
You are also required to attend your weekly discussion section.  Your instructor will 
prepare you to write the assigned papers, take the examinations, and understand the 
material presented in class and in your assigned reading.  Discussion teachers will 
assign participation points -- if you are not in attendance, you cannot earn them.   



 
Consultation and related matters: Students are welcome to visit and discuss any 
relevant topic with me. Please feel free to see me during my consultation hours, or at 
another time by appointment.  
 
Grading Policy:  Grades in this course are determined by a criterion-referenced system, 
which means that letter grades correspond to set percentages.   Scores of 90% and 
above = A, 80% = B, etc.  Final scores are not curved.   
 
The point distribution is as follows: 
 

• First paper: 100 points  
• Reading quizzes: (10 points each, 15 chapters) 150 points 
• Examinations: (150 points each) 300 points 
• Research paper draft: 25 points 
• Research paper bibliography: 25 points 
• Research paper final:  200 points 
• Participation, lecture and discussion: 200 points 

  
        Total: 1000 points 
  
Regarding final grades:  Final grades, as well as scores for papers, quizzes, and 
examinations will be posted in Canvas.  Please check your scores regularly.  Incomplete 
grades will only be granted in strict conformity to the university guidelines. This means 
that they will only be given to students who are otherwise passing the class but are 
unable to complete the course due to illness or other conditions beyond their control. 
Failing the course is not grounds for receipt of an incomplete grade. 
 
University Policies 
 
Academic Integrity:  Students who intentionally plagiarize, fail to property cite sources of 
information, or submit papers written by someone else will receive a failing grade, and 
will be reported to the Academic Affairs Office for disciplinary action, including probable 
censure, suspension, or expulsion from the university.   If you are unclear about the 
meaning of these terms, please consult the Student Code or the Faculty Handbook, 
section 13.1.2.1 for definitions.  (Both are available online.)  Do not take this warning 
lightly! 
 
Cheating is strictly prohibited at the University of Oklahoma, because it devalues the 
degree you are working hard to get. As a member of the OU community it is your 
responsibility to protect your educational investment by knowing and following the rules. 
For specific definitions on what constitutes cheating, review the Student’s Guide to 
Academic Integrity at http://integrity.ou.edu/students_guide.html. 
 
To be successful in this class, all work on papers, exams, and quizzes must be yours 
and yours alone.  You may not receive outside help. On examinations and quizzes you 
will never be permitted to use your notes, textbooks, calculators, or any other study 



aids. Should you see someone else engaging in this behavior, I encourage you to report 
it to myself or directly to the Office of Academic Integrity Programs. That student is 
devaluing not only their degree, but yours, too. Be aware that it is my professional 
obligation to report academic misconduct, which I will not hesitate to do. Sanctions for 
academic misconduct can include expulsion from the University and an F in this course, 
so don’t cheat. It’s simply not worth it. 
 
Religious Observance:  It is the policy of the University to excuse the absences of 
students that result from religious observances and to reschedule examinations and 
additional required classwork that may fall on religious holidays, without penalty. 
 
Reasonable Accommodation Policy:  Students requiring academic accommodation 
should contact the Disability Resource Center for assistance at (405) 325-3852 or TDD: 
(405) 325-4173. For more information please see the Disability Resource Center 
website http://www.ou.edu/drc/home.html Any student in this course who has a disability 
that may prevent him or her from fully demonstrating his or her abilities should contact 
me personally as soon as possible so we can discuss accommodations necessary to 
ensure full participation and facilitate your educational opportunities.  
 
Title IX Resources and Reporting Requirement:  For any concerns regarding gender-
based discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating/domestic violence, or 
stalking, the University offers a variety of resources. To learn more or to report an 
incident, please contact the Sexual Misconduct Office at 405/325-2215 (8 to 5, M-F) or 
smo@ou.edu. Incidents can also be reported confidentially to OU Advocates at 
405/615-0013 (phones are answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week).  Also, please be 
advised that a professor/GA/TA is required to report instances of sexual harassment, 
sexual assault, or discrimination to the Sexual Misconduct Office.  Inquiries regarding 
non-discrimination policies may be directed to: Bobby J. Mason, University Equal 
Opportunity Officer and Title IX Coordinator at 405/325-3546 or bjm@ou.edu. For more 
information, visit http://www.ou.edu/eoo.html.  
 
Adjustments for Pregnancy/Childbirth Related Issues:  Should you need modifications or 
adjustments to your course requirements because of documented pregnancy-related or 
childbirth-related issues, please contact your professor or the Disability Resource 
Center at 405/325-3852 as soon as possible. Also, see 
http://www.ou.edu/eoo/faqs/pregnancy-faqs.html for answers to commonly asked 
questions. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Schedule 



 
Unit One:  
 
Assigned reading:  Norton, et al., A People and a Nation, chapters 14 through 21. 
Wheeler and Glover, Chapters 1 through 5. 
 

Scheduling notes:   
 

◦ Class will not meet on September 4 due to the Labor Day holiday. 
                                                                                                
 

Class discussion topics (see course Modules for full details): 
 
◦ Week 1 (August 21 & 23): Reconstruction: Challenge to the American 

system. Discussion: Reading and note-taking. 
◦ Week 2 (August 28 & 30): The American Indian dilemma and western 

settlement. Discussion: Primary sources.  
◦ Week 3 (September 6):  Rise of Industry and the Response of Labor. 

Discussion: A-C-E cards and peer review.  
◦ Week 4 (September 11 & 13): Politics of the "Gilded Age" and the Populist 

Revolt. Discussion: thesis workshop. 
◦ Week 5 (September 18 & 20):  The Progressive Era. Discussion: 

Secondary sources/reading for argument. Essay One due September 
18. 

◦ Week 6 (September 25 & 27):  Overseas Expansion and American 
Imperialism. Discussion: Using online databases. Research topic due in 
discussion. 

◦ Week 7 (October 2 & 4):  America and the Great War. Discussion: Building 
an annotated bibliography. 

◦ Week 8: (October 9 & 11):  The Twenties. No discussion sections.  
◦ October 12:  First midterm online examination available in Canvas for 

24 hours, starting at 6:00 a.m.  Once you start the exam, you will have 2 
hours to complete it. 

 
Unit Two:  
 

Assigned reading:  Norton, et al., A People and a Nation, chapters 22 through 
29. Wheeler and Glover, chapters 6 through 11. 
 
Scheduling notes:   

 
◦ Class will not meet on November 22 due to the Thanksgiving holiday. 

 
Class discussion topics (see course Modules for full details): 
 
◦ Week 9 (October 16 & 18):  The Great Depression and the New Deal. 
◦ Discussion: Historical writing issues. Annotated bibliography due 



October 20. 
◦ Week 10 (October 23 & 25):  The Second World War. Discussion: Writing 

introductions. 
◦ Week 11 (October 30 & November 1):  The Cold War and Global 

Expansion. Discussion: Gathering evidence. Introduction paragraph due 
November 3. 

◦ Week 12 (November 6 & 8): The Post-War Era and the Fifties. Discussion: 
A-C-E cards for the research paper. 

◦ Week 13 (November 13 & 15): The Turbulent Sixties and Vietnam War. 
◦ Discussion: The revision process. Wheeler documents on Vietnam. 
◦ Week 14 (November 20):  Nixon and Détente. No discussion sections 

November 22-24. 
◦ Week 15 (November 27 & 29): Watergate and the disillusioned decade of 

the 1970s. Discussion: Wheeler documents on Religion in America. Final 
paper due December 1. 

◦ Week 16 (December 4 & 6):  Reagan and the Conservative Revolution. 
◦ Discussion: Wheeler documents on the War on Drugs. 
◦ December 13:  Final (second) examination will be available in Canvas 

for 24 hours, starting at 6:00 a.m. Once you start the exam, you will have 2 
hours to complete it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


